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Our Mission

Through education,
advocacy and empowerment
we seek total integration of
all youth with disabilities

into all aspects of life and
their community.

Letter from our Executive Director

What an exciting time for this organization! While our focus and our mission
have not changed, our name has. We are proud to announce that EAIY is how
known as Mission Empower.

We believe that Mission Empower more actively expresses our passion to
educate and support the whole community to be inclusive for all. We have also
unveiled our new logo, which better portrays our true belief that all youth—
with or without a disability—can follow their dreams and reach for the stars.

So why is our mission of integrating all youth with disabilities into their
community so vital? Because one out of four individuals in this country has a
disability. And remember, you don't have to be born with a disability—anyone
could acquire a disability at any time.

Just imagine you are at work and a virus fries your hard drive. You do not have
the ability to fix it, so you are immediately labeled computer illiterate, and you

must always work in a separate room with other “computer illiterate” people.

That is exactly what is happening to our young people with disabilities. In fact,
when it comes to rates of inclusion across America, Pennsylvania ranks in

the bottom third.

Inclusion throughout school is the foundation that launches youth for
productive work and citizenship as adults. If youth are segregated, they will
not gain the necessary tools for employment. This reality is reflected by the
2007 census data unemployment rate of 52% for people with disabilities.

For inclusion to be truly realized, Mission Empower actively partners with the

community by providing disability awareness outreach activities. In the past

year, our volunteers have presented at the Family Fun Day of ARC of Erie Coun-

ty, four assemblies at Harborcreek Junior High School, and with the JoAnna

Connell Girl Scout Troupe. Additionally, we have conducted educational rights
and advocacy strategies presentations to the Northwestern Pennsyl-
vania Autism Society of America and at the Autism in our Community
event sponsored by Kaleidoscope.

Research clearly shows that everyone benefits when people with and
without disabilities learn, play and work together. We are a stronger community
when true diversity is the norm and high expectations for all prevail.

—lJill Hrinda-Patten

Year in Review

Mission Empower has experienced a pressing demand for educational advocacy from
the families of Erie County. We have assisted 40 families this past year in advocating
for the needs of their children.

25% resulted in a more inclusive placement and curriculum setting for the student.
10% resulted in an increase in rigorous curriculum without change in placement.

30% resulted in securing necessary supplementary aids and services for the student
to be successful without being removed to a more segregated setting.

15% are still in progress.
15% are requests for information concerning education rights.
5% are miscellaneous disability information requests.

The Year Ahead

Mission Empower will carry out three key points of our strategic plan in the coming year:
® Train volunteer parent advocates for educational advocacy

* Develop the youth mentoring/leadership program

* Expand the disability awareness program
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Isaac’s Story

“Isaac was in second grade this past
year. He has such a big smile and is
so caring and loving, yet he also has
a difficult time
controlling his
anger and rage.
Isaac was given
a diagnosis

of emational
disturbance

and ADHD. In
addition, he
struggles with reading and writing

S0 he has a learning disability. Due
to his difficulty with anger, he was
placed in a separate room with other
kids with anger issues at the begin-
ning of the year, before | worked with
Jill and Mission Empower.

“Through Jill, | realized that it was
definitely not the right choice for my
son, or any other child. A general
education teacher taught this room
and even though the kids were com-
pletely segregated, had a shorter
day, and rode a separate bus, they
were considered fully included.
Through diligent work with Jill and
Mission Empower, this class is now
attending a full day of school, and
will be taught by a special education
teacher. The work is still not done,
but I am confident in the abilities of
the Mission Empower team and am
secure that they are continuing their
support and instruction. Without
them, my beautiful, smiling boy,
Isaac, would be frowning a lot

more than he does now. He really
disliked that room. | am so thankful
for the knowledge and support from
Mission Empower.”

—Michelle Heverly

Our Donors

Educators Club ($1000+)
\Voices For Independence
Kirk Patten and Jill Hrinda-Patten

Empowerment Club ($500-$999)
Erie Insurance Inc.

Advocacy Circle ($250-$499)
Michelle Heverly
Angela and Johnny Johnson

Mentors ($100-$249)
RECC Center

Youth Partner ($50-$99)
Arthritis Associates

Beth Burnside of CMIT Solutions
Kristy Farley

Renee Fiebelkorn

BF Field Inc.

Anna Fischer and Family
Reyne Hartzfeld

Daniel and Mary Anne Hrinda
Mary Beth Hrinda

Amy Kuhns

Tom and Amy Magczyk

Kerry and Cheryl Patten

Jim and Chris Soliwoda

Jack and Mary Yakish

Sponsor ($1-$49)

Julie and Damon DeVore
Jennifer Douglas
Katherine Fisher

Joe Gearinger

Gary and Joann Greibel
Koreena Hemstreet
Nicole Hemstreet

Janet Hubler

Vanessa Kefauver

Heidi Kilmer

Chis, Christina, Isiah, Tina & Julia Konieczny
Amy Littlefield

Kathy Lutz

National Wire and Metal Technologies
Wes and Kim Palmer
Kevin Patten

Philip and Laurel Patten
Mica and Trista Plott
Tina Riazi

Linda Rose

Sandra Sickert
Christopher Steppic

Dan and Jennifer Young
Patricia zeigler

Mission Empower strives through education, advocacy and
empowerment to integrate the current generation of all youth
with disabilities to be fully included, productive, participatory

citizens of their community. We have developed a three-pronged

approach for promoting inclusion through education advocacy,

youth leadership/mentoring, and community education programs.




Our Board of Directors

Vanessa Kefauver President/Secretary

B.A. in Criminal Justice, Edinboro University of Pennsylvania;
Information and Referral Specialist for five years at Voices For
Independence; and a life-long advocate who was included
throughout her school career.

Anna Fischer Treasurer

More than 20 years experience as a bookkeeper/staff accountant;
member of the Northwestern Pennsylvania Autism Society of
America; mother of three children; advocated for own son who
has aspergers syndrome.

Patricia ziegler Interim Director
Personal Care Attendant; mother of six children; advocated for
educational rights of two of her children who have disabilities.

Angela Johnson Director

Lifelong advocate and founder of The RECC Center Project
(Relaxation, Exercise, Creativity, Community)—The One-Stop-Shop
For The Mind, Body and Soul.

Johnny Johnson Director

Author/historian who owns Living History and Helping You...
Helping Me; more than 35 years experience as a school teacher,

in retirement, he has developed and implemented youth mentoring
and tutoring programs for the City of Erie School District.

Tina Riazi Introductory Director
Child Care Assistant at YMCA and lifelong advocate.

If you would like to donate to Mission Empower, please contact us
at (814) 825-0788 or go to www.eaiy.org/donate.
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4130 Neptune Drive, Erie, PA 16506
Phone: (814) 825-0788
E-mail: advocate@eaiy.org
Website: www.eaiy.org




